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Welcome!

• Using data to determine instructional gaps

• Determining specific instructional gaps using 

ACT Reporting Categories

• Finding the instructional gaps for individual 

students

Final Thoughts – Q & A



How do we use data to find 
instructional gaps?
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Open your ACT Profile Report to Table 3.1 Percent of Students in College and Career Readiness 
Standards (CCRS) Score Ranges and take note of the percentage of students for each of the score 
ranges.

The ACT
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www.act.org/standards



ACT College & Career Readiness Standards



How to Use the 

ACT College and Career Readiness Standards Posters:
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Depth of Knowledge: Four Levels 

• Depth of Knowledge Level One: 
• What is the knowledge?

• Depth of Knowledge Level Two: 
• How can the knowledge be used?

• Depth of Knowledge Level Three:  
• Why can the knowledge be used?

• Depth of Knowledge Level Four:  
• How else can the knowledge be used?



Curriculum 
Review 
Worksheets
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Open the ACT College and Career Readiness Standards at www.act.org/standards. Now, overlay 
data from the ACT Profile Report onto the standards by either writing on a printed copy of the 
standards or electronically on your computer. In the example below, 26% of students scored in the 13–
15 range, 40% in the 16–19 range, and so on.  Can  you go a step further by writing your students’ 
names in each category?  Are you surprised?  What would have informed you sooner?

21% 43% 17% 14% 6% 0%

13–15 16–19 20–23 24–27 28–32 33–36
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ACT Reporting Categories.
They’re here to help!
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Student 

Report
Student 

Report

Reporting Categories:  Keys for Instructional Improvement



Early 
Intervention: 
Key to the 
Improvement 
Process
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“It takes four times as long to intervene in fourth grade as 

it does in late kindergarten because of brain 

development and because of the increased content for 

students as they get older.” 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development

“It is difficult for students to catch up from eighth to 

twelfth grades. This is a consequence of having little 

time, a long way to go, and overcoming barriers to 

learning.  This difficulty in catching up seems to affect 

underrepresented minorities at higher rates, making it 

critically important to identify any learning deficiencies 

as early as possible.” 
The Forgotten Middle, Research Study, ACT, 2014





ACT Aspire 
Summative: 
Individual 
Student 
Report

16



ACT Aspire 
Periodic 
Interim: 
Individual 
Student 
Report
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How to identify learning gaps for 
individual students?
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ACT Student Report

Reporting Categories
Each subject test is broken down into categories 
to provide more information about a student’s 
performance on the skills tested  



Detailed Results

This score shows the percent and number 

of points earned out of the total number of 

points possible on the skills tested within 

each reporting category.



View classroom performance by reporting category

Hyperlink allows educator 

to view the item

Hyperlink allows educator to 

view the standards assessed
21

ACT Aspire Interim Report—Response & Content Analysis

ACT Academy resources 

are linked to each item to 

provide immediate 

instructional intervention or 

enrichment opportunities 

for students. 
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ACT Aspire Interim Report - Response and Content Analysis Report

Change the Reporting Category by selecting 

another from the dropdown menu.

Checkmarks indicate the student 

selected the correct answer, the letters 

represent the students incorrect 

distractor choice.

Selecting Show 

Students will provide a 

student list view of the 

Response/ Content 

Report.
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Predictions:  

PreACT –

Grades 6-9

ACT--

Grades 7-10

Early indicator for 

the NCRC medal 

levels, 

Grades 8-10

ACT Aspire Summative Report:  

Predictions to PreACT and The ACT



Final Thoughts…
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• The data tells the truth about 
learning gaps

• Alignment to ACT College and 
Career Readiness Standards is key 

• Learning gaps are revealed in the 
data, we need to act on them! 

• Learning becomes more 
personalized when learning gaps 
are identified and resolved



Application 
in PLCs
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Answering the Four 

Questions of PLC 

Processes

Common Curriculum

Pacing Guide

Planning of Instructional Units based 

on standards

Determine Common Assessment

Teach the Unit

• Develop the content and skills

• Guided practice

• Formative checks with feedback

Give the Common Assessment

• Is there mastery?

• Is there proficiency?

Analyze and reflect on the data 

personally and as a PLC

Intervene: re-teach and enrich

Re-plan

What do we 

want all 

students to 

learn?

How will we 

know when 

students 

have 

learned the 

content and 

skills?

How will we 

respond 

when a 

student 

experiences 

difficulty or 

needs 

enrichment?

Author: Kim Rasmussen, ACT



Questions?
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ProfessionalLearning@act.org

Bryan.Williams@act.org 

And don’t forget to register for a college and 
career readiness workshop or webinar!

Register at www.act.org/ccrw

http://www.act.org/ccrw

