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Welcome!

• Grade Level Standards: Path to College and Career 

Readiness

• Monitoring and Benchmarking Student Progress

• Closing Learning Gaps Through Early Intervention

• Test Item Analysis to Examine and Improve Learning

• Final Thoughts – Q & A



Grade Level Standards: 
A Path for Teaching, Learning and 
Assessment to Attain College and 
Career Readiness
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ACT College & Career Readiness Standards –
there for the mastering!



Curriculum 
Worksheets: 
Inform Grade 
level/course 
“Mastery” 
Targets

If we don’t know what 
ALL  students are to 
learn in a grade level or 
course, then we don’t 
know “where and about 
what” to intervene!



Grade Level Learning Analysis Through Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs)

Grades 3 – 8 and early HS

English, Math, Reading, Science

(at https://success.act.org)



Monitoring and Benchmarking 
Student Progress
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How do you know if student are “on track” or “in need of support?”
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ACT 

Benchmark

In Need 

Range

On Cusp 

Range

On Target 

Range
English 18 1-5 6-8 9-30
Math 22 1-10 11-12 13-30
Reading 22 1-11 12-14 15-30
Science 23 1-11 12-14 15-30
STEM 26 1-15 16-17 18-30

PreACT 8/9 – Score Ranges to Benchmark Progress

In Need of Support           Close                     Ready





14

Here is an example of benchmarking with the ACT. This is what can result when you intersect 
the ACT College and Career Readiness Standards by performance range and data about the 
percent of students falling in particular levels. You could go a step further and write your students’ 
names in each category?  Do you know where you students are in the progression toward college and 
career readiness?

21% 43% 17% 14% 6% 0%

13–15 16–19 20–23 24–27 28–32 33–36
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Closing Learning Gaps Through 
Early Intervention
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Tracking student learning to standards 

and adjusting instruction as necessary 

while there is still time to help students 

who are not attaining learning targets

Intervention is more successful before a 

cycle of  academic failure is established



Using the 
reporting 
categories and
Aspire Grade 
Level PLDs
to inform early 
intervention
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Goal +80%   Progress 58%Kathryn R.
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Student 

Report

Student 

Report

Reporting Categories:  Keys for Closing Gaps
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Can Do – Will Do Intervention for 

ACT, PreACT, PreACT8/9:

1) Student’s English Score was a 

15.

2) The learning to address 

through intervention can be 

mapped out with the CCR 

Readiness for the “next level” 

3) Ideas for instruction and skill 

demonstration are included for 

each reporting category.

4 )An Analysis Chart is included to 

determine who is grouped in this 

score range and to support 

strategic intervention.

5) Make a copy of this Score 

Range page from the “Guide” to 

complete the Analysis Chart and 

put student initials next to a 

standard when a student has 

mastered it

KR, AW

AW



ACT Academy

academy.act.org  (access)    http://success.act.org (how to)

Personalized Learning for
Preparation and Intervention

http://success.act.org/


Test Item Analysis to Examine 
and Improve Learning
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View classroom performance by reporting category

Hyperlink allows educator 

to view the item

Hyperlink allows educator to 

view the standards assessed
24

ACT Aspire Interim Report—Response & Content Analysis

ACT Academy resources 

are linked to each item to 

provide immediate 

instructional intervention or 

enrichment opportunities 

for students. 



Item Response Analysis

Shows which items 
students answered correctly. 
For items answered 
incorrectly, the correct 
answer is provided.

Student

Educator Response Summary

What % of students picked each 

response.



Item Analysis With Teacher to Peer-Tutoring
Aspire Periodic, PreACT 8/9 and PreACT …. And your other assessments!
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Final Thoughts…
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• Does your community expect less than college and career 
readiness upon student graduation?

• Is your teaching and learning system set up from 
elementary through high school to provide a connected 
pathway for college and career readiness?

- Connected Curriculum? 

- Connected Assessment?

- Use of “college and career readiness assessment” to 
monitor the core along with those for other purposes?

• Have you defined what mastery means with regard to 
“know and do’s” for college and career readiness?

• Is it school culture for all classroom teachers to provide 
early intervention by reteaching students who need 
additional time and support to attain mastery of learning 
aligned to college and career readiness?  



Questions?
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ProfessionalLearning@act.org

Bryan.Williams@act.org 

And don’t forget to register for a college and 
career readiness workshop or webinar!

Register at www.act.org/ccrw

http://www.act.org/ccrw

