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- About ACT
- ACT’s Center for Equity in Learning
- National Trends Impacting Students
- Our Work
- Resources Available
- Q&A





ACT Then…
• Achievement and 

ability, not aptitude 
alone

• Optical Mark 
Recognition

• Disrupted the industry
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Founded in Iowa City, 1959



ACT Today…

• Serving 3rd Grade - Career

• 15 Million+ assessments 
in FY16

• 60% of ’17 grad class took 
the ACT

• 4 Million National Career 
Readiness Certificates 
awarded
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Mission-Driven

We create products that  
genuinely help our customers 

succeed.

Research-Based

We use data and research to 
drive policy, product and 

business decisions.

Nonprofit

We re-invest in research, 
programs and services to support 

our mission.

Today’s ACT



Increasing Opportunity, Access and Success

The Center for Equity in Learning seeks to improve educational access, opportunity and 
success for underserved learners, many of whom are also working learners. By focusing on 
equity, we are examining and addressing barriers to opportunity related to family income, race 
and ethnicity, and accessibility, as well as other issues that intersect with these areas of focus.



The Center for Equity in Learning:

By focusing on equity, we are examining and addressing barriers to opportunity related to family income, 
race and ethnicity, and accessibility, and other issues that intersect with these areas of focus. The center’s 
work includes:

• CONDUCTING research
• WORKING with policymakers and other leaders 
• EDUCATING students and their families
• IMPROVING the accessibility of ACT
• BUILDING partnerships and networks



Our Team:







Number of ACT-Tested High School Graduates, 2017

2 Million Students (2,030,038 students)



2017 
Condition 
of College 
and Career 
Readiness 

• Over 2 million 2017 graduates tested – 60% of the 
national graduating class

• 39% of the 2017 graduates met three or four of the ACT 
College Readiness Benchmarks

• 21.0 was the national average ACT composite score for 
the 2017 graduating class (Up from 20.8 in 2016) 

• Underserved students lag far behind their peers when it 
comes to college and career readiness

• Only 4% of graduates (80,873 students) expressed 
interest in an education major
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Understanding the Underserved Learner:
ACT Benchmark Attainment

ACT identifies underserved learners using student characteristics that are often related 
to a lack of access to high-quality educational and career planning opportunities and 
resources. Specifically, this definition encompasses students who have at least one of 
the following characteristics:

• Minority race/ethnicity is African American, Indian/Alaska Native, Hispanic/Latino, or 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander

• Low income: combined parental income is less than or equal to $36,000
• First generation in college: highest parental education level is high school diploma or 

less



Understanding the Underserved Learner:
ACT Benchmark Attainment

The three characteristics used by ACT to define underserved students appear to 
have a cumulative suppressing effect on college readiness: the greater the number 
of characteristics students have, the lower their math, science, and STEM 
benchmark attainment:
• One characteristic: 24 percentage points lower than students with no 

characteristics
• Two characteristics: Readiness rates dropped another 9 percentage points
• Three characteristics: Only 3 percent met the ACT STEM Benchmark
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Resources for English Language Learners 

The supports for qualified English learners will include the following:

• Additional time on the test (not to exceed time-and-a-half)

• Use of an approved word-to-word bilingual glossary (containing no word definitions)

• Test instructions provided in the student’s native language
(including Spanish and a limited number of other languages initially)

• Testing in a non-distracting environment (i.e., in a separate room)







ACT Resources



ACT Resources
Fee Waivers

During the 2016-2017 academic 
year, more than 650,000 fee waivers 
were awarded to prospective ACT 
examinees. 
Unfortunately, more than one-fourth 
(28%) of those fee waivers were not 
used, suggesting that over 180,000 
eligible students missed out on an 
opportunity to take the ACT for free 
and their eligibility for free access to 
ACT test prep resources - during the 
past year alone.



ACT Will Offer Free Score Reports to Low-Income 
Students Starting in September 2018

Currently, students may elect to send their scores to 
up to four colleges or scholarship agencies for free 
during the registration process and up to five days 
after they take the test. After that point, the fee for 
each additional score report they send is $13. 

ACT’s new policy will waive that fee for students 
who register for the test with a fee waiver. The free 
score reports -up to 20 for each test students take 
with a fee waiver—will never expire, so students 
may use them whenever they wish.December 13th, 2017 



January 23rd, 2018
#ACTAcademy

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/act-academy.html

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/act-academy.html


January 23rd, 2018

ACT 2018 Policy Platforms
Promoting education and workplace success

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/public-affairs.html#policies

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/public-affairs.html#policies


26

Additional Resources 

Free online tool that helps 
students answer the college 
and career planning question: 
“What do I want to do?” 

Offers students the powerful, 
personalized insights they 
need to make smarter decisions about their next steps after high school 

www.actprofile.org

http://www.actprofile.org/
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College & 
Career 
Navigation: 
Leveraging 
Partnerships



College & 
Career 
Navigation: 
Leveraging 
Partnerships
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College & 
Career 
Navigation: 
Leveraging 
Partnerships

31www.steps2college.org

http://www.steps2college.org/


Leveraging 
ACT’s 
Research 
Authority
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Leveraging 
ACT’s 
Research 
Authority
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https://equityinlearning.act.org/research-doc/

https://equityinlearning.act.org/research-doc/


Equity and 
Social & 
Emotional 
Learning
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Equity Through Social & Emotional 
Learning: Supporting Student Success in 

the Transition to Post-Secondary

National Summit
Austin, TX June 4 & 5, 2018

Cross-sector meeting of leaders in education, research, 
measurement and philanthropy.



Philanthropic 
Outreach
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College & 
Career 
Navigation: 
Leveraging 
Partnerships
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Univision Parent Academies New York City Public Library – May 2017
Division of Family and Community Engagement 





In-Language Resources
In Spanish & English

www.univision.com/exito

http://www.univision.com/exito


Contribuir a cerrar la brecha de aprendizaje en nuestra 
comunidad: Contribute to closing the achievement gap in our 
community.

Aumentar el reconocimiento de la importancia de la educación 
post-secundaria y como navegar el sistema educacional. 
Increase awareness of the importance of post-secondary 
education and how to navigate the education system.

Activar a los padres a involucrarse y abogar por sus hijos. 
Activate parents to engage with and advocate for their children.

Proporcionar a los padres y estudiantes con información y 
herramientas para apoyar el acceso y preparación para a la 
universidad desde edad temprana. Provide parents and students 
with information and tools to support college access and 
readiness from an early age.

Objetivos / Objectives



Tercer y Cuarto Grado: 3rd & 4th Grade



Escuela Intermediaria y Noveno Grado: 
Middle School & 9th Grade



12 Grado: 12th Grade



Primer Año en la Universidad: First 
Year of College

https://www.univision.com/univision-news/education/camino-al-exito-ingles?a

https://www.univision.com/univision-news/education/camino-al-exito-ingles?a


Counselor Resources
Counselor Toolkit:

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-
administrators/counselor-toolkit.html

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators/counselor-toolkit.html


Questions 



ACT State Organizations

THANK YOU!

Juan Garcia
Senior Director
ACT Center for Equity in Learning
Juan.garcia@act.org
515-478-4014

@juang353

@ACTEquity @ACTCenterforEquity         @ACT           @ACTUpdates 
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