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Building on nearly 60 years of research and assessment expertise, ACT is on a 
transformational pursuit to help more people learn, measure their progress, and 
improve their navigation through life’s transitions. Guiding the transformation is 

the ACT® Holistic FrameworkTM, a deep and broad survey of what individuals 
need to know and be able (and willing) to do to achieve education and work 

success at any age.
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Join the ACT Transformation

From High School to College
NRCCUA™

Together, ACT and National Research Center for College and University 
Admission (NRCCUA) provide more students with comprehensive tools and 
resources to make the best decisions as they navigate their future. NRCCUA 
serves K-12 schools, students, parents, and educators with a free college and 
career program called myOptions™, which is the nation’s largest college planning 
program, currently reaching 6 million students. In addition, the Encoura™ 
platform provides colleges and universities with advanced, data-driven 
enrollment management and research offerings.

Increase College Access for Underserved 
American College Application Campaign® (ACAC)

ACAC is a national initiative led by leadership teams in 50 states plus the District 
of Columbia that seeks to increase the number of underserved students that 
pursue a postsecondary degree, and to help those students navigate the college 
application and admissions process. ACAC is an essential part of helping 
low-income and first-generation college students navigate their educational path 
in pursuit of their college and career aspirations.

Career Journey
 ACT® ProExam

ACT ProExam offers a full range of credentialing advisory services and 
unmatched insight in support of licensure, certification, and workforce 
development across industries and professions.  We leverage solid research, 
thoughtful strategy and decades of experience in regards to strategic and policy 
planning, ensuring the validity and defensibility of credentials, improving and 
enhancing your programs, and achieving third-party accreditation.



Next-Generation Scoring 
CRASE® - Constructed-Response Automated Scoring Engine

Blending human and computer scoring to create a best-in-class solution, 
CRASE® is the technology-based, scientifically engineered solution that 
immediately scores students’ submissions to constructed response 
(short-answer) test items and longer essays. CRASE is proven to deliver 
accurate, reliable scores and achieve critical cost and time savings when 
compared with hand scoring.

Real-World Solutions

Collaborative problem solving (CPS) is a process that relies on both cognitive and 
social skills. Three projects are in the works. A novel, simulation-based approach to 
elicit skill evidence in a task-oriented, scripted agent environment with our partners 
at Digital Artefacts. The Teaching Teamwork project, funded by the National 
Science Foundation, involves simulated electronic tasks and collected data from 
vocational schools and community colleges across the country.  Multimodal 
Analytics for Teamwork Assessment under Multiple Casualties is a US 
Army-funded project to use sensors, cameras, microphones, and human raters to 
collect and analyze data from medical military teams under multiple-casualty 
scenarios.

Collaborative Problem Solving 

Scalable Item Generation 
ACT Automatic Item Generation Services

The Intersection of Human Expertise and Computing Intelligence. This scalable 
technology develops high-quality, cost-effective test items that effectively 
measure content mastery efficiently.  ACT Automatic Item Generation (AIG) 
Services can help dramatically expand item production using a training-intensive, 
high-quality, model-based approach. 

Measuring Creative Thinking Skills
PISA 2021 Creative Thinking Assessment

The world-renowned Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 
selected ACT to develop a creative thinking assessment. ACT’s development of 
the creative thinking assessment will be an extension of its recent work in 
developing the ACT Holistic Framework. 

Measuring Social and Emotional Skills
ACT® Tessera® 

The development of noncognitive skills and character strengths is critically 
important to success in school, and in life. Many studies find that these 
attributes contribute as much -- or more -- than academic skills to academic 
achievement, career success and lifelong well-being. Measuring Social and 
Emotional Learning (SEL) skills requires the assessment system to be both 
comprehensive and innovative. ACT Tessera is the next-generation assessment 
system designed to accurately measure SEL skills.

AI-Powered Spoken Language Assessments
 ACT® Stack™

ACT Stack will combine ACT assessments and credentialing programs such as 
ACT® WorkKeys® and the recently launched ACT® Tessera® Workforce with 
Aspiring Minds’ Automata, the world’s most advanced programming 
assessment; SVAR, AI-powered spoken language assessments; and over 200 
simulations and skill tests. This robust set of assessments will be delivered on 
Aspiring Minds’ state-of-the-art assessment and credentialing platform, providing 
a simple yet powerful user experience. 

Open Source Assessment Solutions
Open Assessment Technologies S.A. (OAT)

OAT and ACT pursue a shared vision of spearheading and accelerating the 
adoption of open source solutions and technology standards to make 
interoperability a reality to meet the global demand for adaptive learning and 
assessment solutions.

Adaptive Learning Platform
Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning at ACTNext

ACTNext is helping more at-risk learners successfully complete their academic 
journeys with artificial intelligence-based innovation in education technology.  
ACT, Smart Sparrow, and Arizona State University won the prestigious New York 
University Social Entrepreneurship Algorithm for Change award, a competition 
focused on helping low-income, minority, first-generation (LIMFG) students 
throughout their college careers by utilizing AI/ML/xR solutions.

Personalized Learning Mobile App 
ACTNext® Educational Companion App

Our research-based prototype, ACT Educational Companion Mobile App provides 
psychometrically sound, real-time feedback in order to substantially accelerate 
learning by identifying the exact, personalized remediation and support a learner 
needs. The information is available when they need it, in the palm of their hand. 

Companion is powered by proprietary ACTNext dynamic cognitive diagnostic 
models and machine learning algorithms with access to ACT® test and learning 
data. The app integrates standards from the ACT Holistic Framework and is 
linked to the curated collection of standards-aligned learning resources from ACT 
Academy. Companion also helps students understand how to take advantage of 
(and improve) their non-cognitive skills—providing test prep for the whole self.

The Future of Personalized Learning

Tracking evidence of learning in real time. The ACTNext® RAD API 
(Recommendation and Diagnostics Engine) diagnoses mastery and generates 
personalized recommendations, tracking evidence of learning in real time. It is a 
scalable ACT SaaS capability that can be aligned to any set of standards, plugged 
into any learning platform, and currently integrates into ACT® Academy™. 

R.A.D. API

Closing Learning Gaps with Technology
 ACT® Academy™

ACT Academy is a personalized learning platform that delivers free resources 
unique to a student’s learning gaps through a collection of videos, games, and 
interactives from some of the best publishers online such as Flocabulary, NASA, 
Crash Course, GeoGebra, PBS, and tens of thousands of others. RAD API engine 
powers recommendations in ACT Academy and aligns to any subject or set of 
standards (i.e., ACT Holistic Framework).

Knovation, Inc.
Knovation is a personalized learning offering that helps teachers impact student 
learning directly in the classroom and beyond. Knovation is a leading curator of 
K-12 open educational resources (OER). The future holds a synergistic 
connection between learning content and measurement data to personalize, 
accelerate, and affect learning in a very positive way.


